TOWN OF ORONO
COUNCIL WORKSHOP
COUNCIL CHAMBER - MUNICIPAL BUILDING
MONDAY, JULY 29, 2019 AT 6:45 PM
MINUTES
1. Roll Call
Present: Council Chair Cindy Mehnert, Tom Perry, Meghan Gardner, Terry Greenier and Town
Manager Sophie Wilson. Absent: Laurie Osher, Sam Kunz, Cheryl Robertson.
2. Local Regulation of Commercial Marijuana Activity (Discussion of Next Steps)
Ms. Wilson explained that over the last several months, the public has been encouraged to
review the marijuana information posted on the Town website and leave feedback for
Councilors. The Town Manager’s Intern reviewed the comments received and provides the
following summary:
Response Tally as of 11:54 AM, July 24, 2019:
No 25, Yes 14, Mixed 4; Total serious and complete responses 43.
Overall, a majority of serious and complete responses did not support allowing Marijuana
storefronts. The most-frequently-cited concerns were about Orono’s Town character, especially
the character of its downtown, the ways in which allowing storefronts would affect young
people, including children and students, and health-related issues. Among positive responses, the
most frequently cited explanation was the perceived amount of tax revenue that marijuana
storefronts would bring into the Town. There are several themes among responses that are worth
consideration.
Themes among negative responses:
• 9 mentioned families, schools, and/or children/young people.
• 5 referenced the downtown or town character, and how these sorts of establishments would
not be fitting.
• 4 mentioned concerns about health, including secondhand smoke, or the way marijuana
affects people’s brains in the short term or long term.
• 4 mentioned Marijuana’s considerable availability in other places (local towns with these
sorts of businesses) or ways (personal cultivation, black market sales) and that therefore
there is no need for these sorts of businesses
• 2 mentioned concerns about a seedy atmosphere or that these establishments would draw a
bad sort of people to the town.
• 2 negative responses mentioned the federal illegality of marijuana. The first response
expressed concern that the substance is federally illegal and bookkeeping practices would
not be legitimate, and that a business would have a large amount of cash, attracting
potential break-ins. All of this could create legal problems resulting in closure of the store
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and a long-term eyesore. The second response mentioned while they believe marijuana
should be legal, federal illegality of marijuana creates too many problems and questions to
have commercial storefronts in Orono.
Themes among positive responses:
• At least 6 of the yes responses and 1 of the mixed responses mentioned potential increased
municipal revenue or taxes.
• 2 mentioned that Maine had already voted, and so it is time to allow these establishments.
• 4 referenced potential private sector economic opportunities
• 1 referenced the notion of not living in the past.
• 2 made comparisons of the relative safety of alcohol and marijuana or referenced the high
number of alcohol-serving establishments in Orono.
• 1 referenced the possibility for Orono to be a leader in the industry.
• 1 specifically desired marijuana storefronts in the village commercial district.
Themes among mixed responses:
• Factors cited in support of storefronts included perceived tax revenue and medical uses of
marijuana. Factors cited in opposition included the family-oriented nature of the town, the
dangers of poorly regulated marijuana products with inadequate labeling or designs that
appeal to children, and the overall character of the downtown. One mixed response
specifically wanted no marijuana establishments within a mile of the schools; another did
not want them downtown or in places children and teens frequent.
In further public discussion, it may be worth considering clarifying the following points:
• Direct impact on municipal revenue from retail and medical marijuana storefronts is
expected to be negligible. The Town cannot implement a sales tax on marijuana sales, or
tax these properties differently than other uses.
• The Town cannot prohibit possession, personal cultivation, or recreational use of
marijuana.
• The Town is considering opting in, not opting out. The default state law is that these
establishments are prohibited unless the Town decides otherwise.
Members of the public spoke on this topic.
3. FY20 Council Work Plan (Initial Council Discussion)
The Council reviewed the FY2019-2020 Work Plan. See attached.
4. Adjournment
At 8:10pm, Tom Perry moved, and Terry Greenier seconded to adjourn. All voted in favor,7-0.
Minutes are not verbatim. A video-recorded version is available on the Town’s website at
www.orono.org.
Respectfully submitted, Nancy W. Ward, Executive Assistant
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